Preservation of energy metabolites by carnitine in the mouse brain under ischemia.
Ischemia (decapitation) caused marked changes of energy metabolites in the mouse brain. However, the changes were clearly less severe, when the mouse was pre-treated with L-carnitine. This suggests that L-carnitine may protect the brain from the ischemic attack. Since D-carnitine showed a similar effect, the effects may be due to mechanism(s) other than the 'classical' function of carnitine.